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Board of Directors Update
Vickie Litton, President
Happy New Year from your ONA Board! We
sincerely thank everyone who supports the
Oakridge Neighborhood Association and our
ongoing mission to maintain the beauty,
safety, and stability of Oakridge. It is both a
blessing and a privilege to serve our
neighbors and friends. Your feedback is
invaluable to us, and we greatly appreciate
any suggestions or recommendations to help
grow ONA membership.

January
C H E E R S  T O  T H E  N E W  Y E A R

 Click this link or scan 
QR Code 

Pay by Mail:
Print Invoice enclosed and Mail check/money order

payable to ONA: PO Box 450145 Garland, TX
75045

District Directors are more than happy to pick up
your payment. Just let them know.

Membership is still open.
Join ONA Here!!!

Check, Money Order, PayPal (fee), or Credit Card
Most Major Cards Accepted. 

If you are new to the Neighborhood...
Join the ONA and help us

maintain and beautify
Oakridge entrances!

https://oakridgena.org/join-us/
https://oakridgena.org/join-us/
https://oakridgena.org/join-us/
https://oakridgena.org/join-us/


https://www.oakridgena.org/


Membership Flags

To show our appreciation, your
ONA Membership Flag will be
delivered by your District
Director or Membership
volunteer.

Find your District Director at
ttps://oakridgena.org/seven-districts-of-oakridge/. 

If you have not received your 2024-2025 Flag, email
Membership at oakridgemembership@gmail.com.

Oakridge

Oakridge Neighborhood
wide Garage Sales

 Contact Jackie Reynolds
ONA Events Coordinator

events@oakridgena.org
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What a Christmas Celebration we had at Ann’s
home! Everyone was in the holiday spirit with the
house beautifully decorated and our Daytimer
attendees joining in with Christmas themed attire.
Our food hostesses, Jessica, Ann and JoAnn were
sure to give us a generous assortment of fruit,
cookies and dips to keep us going back for more at
the dining table.
Our guest, Mrs. Coy from Coys Kitchen gave us a
wonderful demonstration of all the various items
and decorative things you can do with Charcuterie!
She made beautiful tiny roses and uniquely carved
fruits and went through every step and really made
it easy for us to understand how these techniques
add a lot of beauty to a serving tray without being
impossible for the average person to make! The
Chef, her husband, also showed us how to
successfully cut a pineapple and how to tell if it is
ripe. It was also interesting to find out that
charcuterie boards have expanded from the
traditional meat and cheese to boards for all
occasions and dietary types from desserts to vegan!
Coys Kitchen also provides home delivery meal
service that may be good for those of us that would
like options other than fast food.

Daytimers Group Coffee
Oakridge Resident

They have a website if anyone is interested in
looking them up and a sample of their menu items
was emailed to the group. We also had quite a few
chuckles when we were challenged with Christmas
Song Trivia Questions! There were 12 questions, and
we teamed up to see who could answer the most
questions correctly. I have to say we have some
competitive women in this group! But along with our
competitive nature and of course the bragging rights
for winning (Team Ann/Ann), some of the questions
invoked memories of Christmas past, present and
future. It was so nice to hear the Christmas stories
that many of you shared. Hope everyone makes more
memories this holiday season.
I’m thankful for the camaraderie of this group and
look forward to seeing everyone in January!
Daytimers is open to all female residents of Oakridge
and meets on the second Tuesday of the Month at
10:00 am. After visiting, we welcome you to join us.
Annual membership dues of $20.00 are used for
speakers, community support and the annual end-of-
year luncheon. Any questions about joining us and
the location of our next coffee may be directed to
Sharon Eppler at 214-690-3440

Daytimers Group Coffee Continued 

https://oakridgena.org/seven-districts-of-oakridge/


Garland City Council, District 7 Update
Councilman Dylan Hedrick
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As I look back on 2024, I am so appreciative of
what we were able to accomplish this past year
as a city working through your City Council.
The top of the list is the City’s response to the
straight-line winds which hit Garland with
hurricane force winds in the early morning of
May 28.
The debris from the storm created approximately
28 tons and more than 390,000 cubic yards of
debris – enough to stack 18 football fields 10’
high. This was six times the amount collected
during the 2015 and 2019 tornadoes combined.
I am so proud of how the City’s residents came
to help their neighbor clean up after the storm,
and how our Bulk and Brush sanitation crews
worked tirelessly to clear the debris from our
neighborhoods.
Garland recognized the crews during the
December 10 Council Meeting as the 2024
Garland Neighborhood Award’s Public Servant
of the Year. I am so grateful for the men and
women who work to daily keep our city clean
and respond with such great dedication when
they are needed most during times of disaster.
This year also marked the first time that the City
Budget was larger than $1 billion. As part of the
budget, we voted to implement a Cost-of-Living
Adjustment, or COLA, for our city employees.
This is a benefit to retiree pensions that was
taken away during the Great Recession of 2008
to balance the city budget but was reinstated this
year. We set up a fund that will allow the COLA
to be self-sustaining into the future and allow the
City to attract top talent as we were formerly the
only Metroplex city not offering a COLA. In
May and in November, we celebrated the fourth
and fifth Build Garland Day which celebrated

groundbreakings and ribbon cuttings of projects
from the 2019 Bond Program. In May, we opened
the Police Department’s Simunitions Training
Facility and the newly renovated Hollabaugh
Recreation Center. We also cut the ribbon on the
splash pad and futsal court at Watson Park. In
November, we broke ground on the new Surf samp;
Swim facility and the expansion of Naaman Forest
Road. We then observed the opening of the new
Street Department Facility and Fire Station 6. Also,
as part of the Bond Program, we unveiled the
renovated exterior of the North Garland Branch
Library and shopping center in September. The
improvements bring new life to an aging
shopping center in a public-private partnership that
we hope to repeat in other shopping centers around
the city.
This year, we completed our Street Conditions
Survey which scanned every street and alley in the
City. We will use that data along with our expanded
street funding to raise our citywide Overall
Condition Index, which is a grade of city streets.
You can find the OCI of any street by visiting
https://www.garlandtx.gov/816/Street and clicking
on the “INTERACTIVE: Street OCI Map” button on
the left side of the page.
We also made other government data including
health scores and apartment (multi-family) score
cards available in a GIS format and will soon add a
searchable council member voting record historical
database. Next year, I pledge to have even more
public data available on the City’s website.



The ONA proudly supports the Garland Police
Department Foundation’s support for “First Responders”
dealing with Cancer.  Click link below for more
information or for donations.
https://garlandpolicefoundation.org
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District 7 Update Continued
This year, we saw the start of two big items
which will greatly impact Garland’s future. The
first was that the 2024 Bond Study Committee
finished its work in December and recommended
a new $360 million bond program to the Council
in December. This program, which doesn’t
require a tax increase, will concentrate on street
and alley reconstruction, and economic
development by encouraging redevelopment and
site improvements. The Council will discuss the
bond propositions in January and plans to put it
to voters in May 2025. The second big item was
the start of the Garland Forward Comprehensive
Plan. The plan, scheduled to be adopted in 2026,
will serve as a guide for land use, zoning
decisions, and City development through 2050.
More information on the plan can be found at
garlandforward.com. Next year, I will reach the
end of my third two-year term in May, and I can
no longer serve as your city councilman due to
term limits. It has been an honor to represent
District 7 residents for the past five-plus years. I
hope to serve Garland’s citizens in another
capacity in the future, so please watch for
upcoming announcements. Until then, please
contact me at 469-560-6099 or at
council7@garlandtx.gov if there is anything I
can do for you.

Chinese new year is January 29th, Followed
by the Lantern Festival is February 12th.

Martin Luther King Day is January 20th

https://garlandpolicefoundation.org/


Emergency: 911
Non-Emergencies: 972-485-4840
Graffiti Removal=City of Garland Code
Enforcement: 972- 485-6400
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To help keep the neighborhood safe, report any
concerns you think the neighborhood should be aware
of to: safety@oakridgena.org .  
9-1-1 should be dialed for Police, Ambulance or Fire
unit. A Police emergency is any situation involving a
crime in progress, or an imminent threat to life, bodily
injury, or major property damage or loss (e.g. fight or
assault in progress, or a home or business burglary in
progress). 

A constant reminder... Please lock your car and remove
valuables – especially your guns and keys. If you can, put
your car in the garage. Almost all unauthorized use motor
vehicle and theft from vehicles were unlocked with keys
inside – don’t make us an easy target! 

Continue to be watchful neighbors. Addition of outdoor
security lights, cameras, being outdoors walking etc., all
help make our community less inviting to potential
criminals. It also helps to get out and meet your neighbors. 

November 2024 Crime Report

Incident Date Address

Burglary-HAB

ASSAULT-
AGG-D/W

11/18/2024

11/09/2024

9:30 AM

2:00 AM

23xx Diamond
Oaks Dr.

19xx Hearthside
LN

Oakridge Select Incident Report (Source:
http://www.garlandpolice.com/396/Crime-Statistics-Maps)

Report any suspicious activity to the non-
emergency number at 972-485-4840:

Focus on behavior: What was the person
doing that made you suspicious.
Details matter: Hair, clothing (head to toe),
identifying marks. Race or gender alone is
not enough.
Vehicle: Make, Model, Color, Direction of
travel, License Plate
Location & Time: Address, date, time
If you have security camera video, please
sign up at Garland Video Crime Watch
Survey or email Officer Murphy at
MurphyJ@garlandtx.gov. 

http://www.garlandpolice.com/396/Crime-Statistics-Maps
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/2b672c80bd9540b78afca229e4e1f4bc
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Environmental
Joshua Lamb, Director

Common areas have been trimmed, mulched
and seasonal flowers planted. Beautiful
Christmas lights have been going up all
around the neighborhood and look fantastic.
If you have any ideas on how to make our
entrances more festive please reach out to me.
We are looking for ideas!

Membership Update
Cecille LaBossiere, Membership Director
I would like to thank everyone that has joined
the ONA thus far! Your decision to spend
your hard earned money to support Oakridge
is greatly appreciated. We recognize the value
of every dollar and can assure you your
contributions will be spent wisely! We are
currently under our needed members to meet
this years fiscal budget. Its not too late, please
join.

Financial Report
Sarah Freeman, Treasurer
All 2023-2024 financial reports are available
online at www.oakridgena.org/financials-
main.  Click the above link or find it on the
"Resident Resources" page under"Financials".
Contact us attreasury@oakridgena.org.

http://www.oakridgena.org/financials-main
http://www.oakridgena.org/financials-main
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Oakridge Advertisers

Email communications@oakridgena.org to place your ad today!

Easy Payments Terms for every budget:
 Prorated per fiscal year
1-2-4 Payment Options.

 Business Owners and Service Providers, your business card here and our web site could
reach over 1,100 households each month for just $300 per year!



Oakridge Residents 411s

New Residents: Welcome!
New residents should expect to receive a "Welcome Bag”
filled with goodies from the City of Garland, helpful tips,
and ONA information. Email us at info@oakridgena.org to
let us know you are here or if you have any questions. We
hope you will consider supporting the neighborhood by
joining the ONA. Join anytime online at
www.oakridgena.org/join.

About Oakridge Neighborhood
Association (ONA):

The ONA is a 501(C)(4) Non-Profit chartered in 1992. Its
powers and authority is limited to the maintenance of  9
Entries and subdivision perimeter landscaping. The ONA
has no authority over and takes no position over private
property matters. The Fiscal Year begins June 1 and ends
May 31st of the following year. Membership is voluntary
but necessary to fulfill its charter. Dues are $60 annually per
household.  Click the link for  information at  
https://www.oakridgena.org/resident-resources/.

Oakridge Districts/Directors:
Oakridge is comprised of 1166 homes divided up into
“Districts” by Street. Each District is represented by an
ONA District Director. Click Find Your District to locate
your District and ONA District Director.

Oakridge Perimeter Walls:
ONA Membership dues provide for the maintenance,
landscaping, and mowing “around” the perimeter walls. If
your home is on the outer perimeter, you will be responsible
for the repair or replacement of damaged walls on your
property. Detailed information is available on the ONA
website at https://oakridgena.org/perimeter-brick-wall. 

2025-2026 Board of Directors

Officers
President, Vickie Litton ............................. 972-762-2805

Vice President, Yvette Bonavita ............... 214-734-2186

Secretary, OPEN

Treasurer, Sarah Freeman .......................... 214-927-1148

District Directors
District 1, OPEN

District 2, Charles Leonard ........................ 972-619-9310

District 3, OPEN

District4, Oliver Harter ............................... 214-663-8862

District 5, OPEN 

District 6, OPEN

District 7, Joetta Harris ............................... 469-955-1513

Committees
Communications, Star Toups ......................469-371-3222

Crime & Safety, Lee Litton ....................... 972-762-0938

Environmental, Joshua Lamb..................... 682-558-5528

Events, Jackie Reynolds ............................. 469-649-5799

Membership, Cecile LaBossiere ............... 972-896-9413

Sidewalk Repairs-City Cost Share
Program

Per Garland's City Ordinance, if you own property
in Garland, it is your responsibility to keep
sidewalks, parkways, curbs, and driveways adjacent
to your property in a good and safe condition and
free from any defects and hazards. A property owner
who qualifies in all three categories may now bear
as little as 10 percent of the cost of fixing their
sidewalk. Find out program details at:
https://www.garlandtx.gov/4086/Sidewalk-
Participation-Program

GPD Non-Emergency
 97﻿2-485-4840
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http://www.oakridgena.org/join
https://www.oakridgena.org/resident-resources
https://www.oakridgena.org/seven-districts-of-oakridge/
https://www.oakridgena.org/seven-districts-of-oakridge/
https://oakridgena.org/perimeter-brick-wall/
https://www.garlandtx.gov/4086/Sidewalk-Participation-Program
https://www.garlandtx.gov/4086/Sidewalk-Participation-Program





